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Abstract

Block-chain: Possibilities and Limitations in the Copyright 

System

Jeong, Jin Keun*

82)

The block-chain is widely known as a technology that changes the network 

paradigm and the industrial structure. However, in order to use the block-chain, 

which is a key feature of the decision-making structure for decentralization 

and consensus on the proof of works, it is necessary to discuss in depth that 

the copyright system should also be a system suitable for decentralization and 

consensual decision-making structure. In addition, in order to utilize the 

block-chain technology, it is necessary to consider that the architecture for 

service provision has been standardized or that the technical limitations such 

as expansionability are not sufficiently overcome.

In summary, the block chain is suitable for trading in digital goods, and 

is easy to combine with artificial intelligence and virtual currency. However, 

decentralization, and the difficulty of expanding network and anonymity will 

be an impediment to solving the copyright problem.

In view of this, it is difficult to recognize the compatibility between the 

block-chain and the copyright law in the area of   copyright protection and 

the right to infringement. In the area of   copyright licensing, use of orphan 

works, it is thought that there is possibility to utilize.

However, in order to utilize the block-chain technology in the copyright 

system, it is necessary to take a careful approach considering the problem 

of the expansionability, the billing, and the national policy on the virtual 

currency including who should build the block-chain.
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